
Excerpt from By the King: A Proclamation 
Concerning Tobacco issued onJanuary 6, 1630 
 
"And it is now come to passe, That those Our 
Forreigne Plantations, that might become usefull 
to this Kingdome, lingering onely upon 
Tobacco, are in apparant danger to be otterly 
ruined... The bodies and manners of Our people 
are also in danger to bee corrupted, and the 
wealth of this Kingdome exhausted by so useless 
a weede as Tobacco is... 
 
Our will and command is, that no person 
whatsoever doe at any time hereafter plant, 
preserve, or maintain any Toba[cco] which is, 
hath been, or shall be planted in Our Kingdomes 
of England or Ireland, or Dominion of Wales, or 
in the Lands of Jersey or Guernesey... And 
further We will and command, that no Tobacco 
of the growth of any of Our English Plantations 
in Virginia the Sommer Islands, Caribee Islands, 
or other Islands or places in America, or the 
Coast thereof, be at any time hereafter 
imported..." 


